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On August 14, 1995, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a notice of appeal
from Thomas Lee Nelson (appellant), by his mother, Penny Nelson.  Appellant seeks review of a
July 11, 1995, decision issued by the Minneapolis Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Area
Director; BIA), concluding that appellant did not meet the blood quantum requirement for
membership in the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin.  In filing his appeal with the Board,
appellant followed the appeal information provided in the Area Director's decision.

25 CFR Part 62 deals with enrollment appeals.  Section 62.10 states in relevant part:

(a)* * * [W]hen an appeal is from an adverse enrollment action taken
by a Superintendent * * *, the [Area] Director * * * shall make a decision on
the appeal which shall be final for the Department and which shall so state in
the decision. * * *

(b) When an appeal is from an adverse enrollment action taken by a[n
Area] Director, the [Area] Director shall * * * forward the appeal to the Assistant
Secretary [- Indian Affairs] for final action * * *.

The Board is not part of the enrollment appeal process established in 25 CFR Part 62. 
Therefore, it must dismiss this appeal for lack of jurisdiction.  However, it will refer this matter
to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs for her review.

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of the
Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal from the Minneapolis Area Director's July 11, 1995, decision is
docketed and dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.  The matter is referred to the Assistant Secretary
- Indian Affairs for the exercise of her authority under 25 CFR Part 62.
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